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Training for democracy. — The rise of problems of a social, economic, and 
industrial character is the inevitable accompaniment of a developing and 
expanding democratic society. The increase in population and the develop- 
ment of a complex industrial order tend to augment both the number and the 
complexity of these problems. In a democratic society such as ours their 
ultimate solution rests with the rank and file of the population. 

For a number of years there has been a growing tendency in American 
education to recognize the need of training our school population for active 
and intelligent participation in the solution of these problems. Indeed, this 
type of training is now considered to be a major function of education for 
democracy. 

It is to meet the demand for this type of training that Mr. Williamson has 
prepared a textbook 1 which presents and treats in a thoroughgoing way some 
of the most important problems in American democratic life today. 

The success of our endeavor to train our future citizenry to deal effectively 
with large social and economic issues will depend, in great measure, upon the 
directness with which we go about our task. We have habitually assumed 
that more or less extended courses in history would be effective. The difficulty 
in this connection lies in the fact that the vital present-day problems do not 
receive the emphasis and attention which their importance deserves. Because 
of the danger of neglecting the vital present-day issues there is emerging a 
group of school people who are insisting on a more direct method of dealing 
with the large current problems than is afforded under the present plan of 
organization of textbook materials in the field of history. The advocates of 
the more direct attack of current problems will welcome the appearance of 
Mr. Williamson's book. The author has singled out the major social, economic, 
and political problems before the American public at the present time. From 
every authoritative source he has drawn material which could give a well- 
rounded treatment of the problem. One reads the book with the feeling that 
the author is dealing with the large current issues in American life in an unbiased 
and scholarly way. 

The major divisions will give a general notion of the nature of the book: 
"Foundations of American Democracy," "American Economic Problems," 
"American Social Problems," "American Political Problems," and "The 
Mechanism of Government." 

The list of readings found at the close of each chapter will be helpful to 
those wishing a more extended treatment of the problems than is possible 
within the compass of a single volume. The topics for investigation and report, 
found at the conclusion of each chapter, furnish another valuable adjunct to 
the book. 
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